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Content Standard(s) addressed by this lesson:
(Write Content Standards directly from the standard)

Writing and Composition

· Stylistic devices and descriptive details in literary and narrative texts are organized for a variety of audiences and purposes and evaluated for quality

· Editing writing for grammar, usage, mechanics, and clarity is an essential trait of a well-written document

Understandings: (Big Ideas)
· Writers use outlines such as plot pyramids to help them structure their ideas before they start writing. This gives them a sense of direction when they write so they don’t feel lost (kind of like a road map).
· Writers flash draft (write vigorously and furiously) to fill up a lot of space and get their ideas down on paper without getting stuck in their heads. They later go back to their first draft and edit to clarify, delete, or enhance specific sentences and scenes.
Inquiry Questions:  (Essential questions relating knowledge at end of the unit of instruction, select applicable questions from standard)
· By reflecting on how they relate to the symbol of the phoenix, how do students feel more empowered and included in the Boltz community?
· How does a plot pyramid support writers in the flash drafting process compared to flash drafting without an outline?

· Can flash drafting train students to work through creative blocks and work through challenges during the writing process?

· After using the plot pyramid and trying out flash drafting, would students try these approaches when writing outside of class?

Evidence Outcomes:  (Learning Targets)
Every student will be able to: (Create your own lesson objectives from the standard, follow the ABCD format, using student voice)  

I can: flash draft at least one to two paragraphs of a personal narrative of an event that made me “rise from the ashes” like a phoenix, using the plot pyramid to outline my story.
This means: that I can write large amounts of content without getting stuck in my head, using an outline to help guide my intent.
List of Assessments:  (Write the number of the learning target associated with each assessment) 
· Plot Pyramid
· All of the sections were filled out with enough detail that a stranger could make sense of what the students’ story was about without reading the flash draft.

· It communicates a clear beginning, climax, and ending to the reader.

· Flash Draft

· The draft had a minimum of two well-developed paragraphs.

· Spelling and punctuation were properly used.

· Mindful attempts and execution of figurative language, such as simile and metaphor.

· Exit Ticket

· All questions were answered with detailed, reflective thought. The teacher gets a clear sense of what they learned and what they struggled with during the process of flash drafting. 

· Participation

· Students were focused on writing during the drafting phase. They also used their time to ask their classmates or instructors for feedback. They did not spend their time reading outside books, drawing (unless this helped with their brainstorming process), socializing, or distracting other students.


Planned Lesson Activities
	Name and Purpose of Lesson
Should be a creative title for you and the students to associate with the activity. Think of the purpose as the mini-rationale for what you are trying to accomplish through this lesson.  
	Flash Drafting the Phoenix
Purpose: Using a plot pyramid as an outline tool, students will flash draft a story about a personal event that caused them to rise above the challenge and become transformed as a result, like a phoenix. Flash drafting teaches them to write intuitively and persevere through creative blocks rather than getting stuck in their heads and working in a perfect, linear fashion (this is a mental habit that’s common in eighth grade students).


	Approx. Time and Materials
How long do you expect the activity to last and what materials will you need?
	Time: 1 class period
Students will need a pencil/paper (writing their work in a composition notebook) or their laptops (to write in a OneNote document). The teacher would need a board to write the prompt.
They will also probably need this worksheet, either as a printed copy or as a digital worksheet they can fill out on OneNote.
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	Anticipatory Set
The “hook” to grab students’ attention. These are actions and statements by the teacher to relate the experiences of the students to the objectives of the lesson, To put students into a receptive frame of mind.

· To focus student attention on the lesson.

· To create an organizing framework for the ideas, principles, or information that is to follow (advanced organizers)

An anticipatory set is used any time a different activity or new concept is to be introduced.
	Hook: “Today, you will be flash drafting either a narratives short story or a poem about how you have risen above a challenge and became transformed as a result. Think of yourself as a phoenix, a creature that is constantly reborn and rises from the flames in the face of large obstacles. How do you relate to the phoenix?”
It’s important to note that the phoenix is Boltz Middle School’s mascot, so there’s an aspect of school pride and identity in this lesson.

	Procedures
(Include a play-by-play account of what students and teacher will do from the minute they arrive to the minute they leave your classroom. Indicate the length of each segment of the lesson. List actual minutes.)

Indicate whether each is:

-teacher input

-modeling

-questioning strategies

-guided/unguided:

     -whole-class practice

     -group practice

     -individual practice

-check for understanding

-other
	Total class time: 85 minutes

5 minutes explaining the prompt and addressing questions

· Prompt: “Today, you will be flash drafting either a narratives short story or a poem about how you have risen above a challenge and became transformed as a result. Think of yourself as a phoenix, a creature that is constantly reborn and rises from the flames in the face of large obstacles. How do you relate to the phoenix?”
· Explain that students will be using the plot pyramid to brainstorm for their final flash draft. Talk about each part of the plot pyramid and what should go inside each section. The instructor should have an example ready to show the students. The goal of using the plot pyramid is to make sure students have a structured narrative that has a clear beginning, middle, and end. This will make it easier for them to flash draft without getting too stuck in their heads.

· Explain that when students will be flash drafting, they will be writing furiously and vigorously. Though they can reference their plot pyramid, they are welcome to follow another idea that intrigues them. For example, if the dialogue between two characters takes them to a place that they are curious to pursue, let them follow their creative intuition. If they realize that a certain part of the story isn’t working and they want to explore another idea, they can do that too (but they have to keep what they wrote on their draft so the instructor knows they were working the entire class period). The goal is for students to keep writing and to not get stuck in their heads. One automatic writing technique is that they write: “I’m stuck. I’m stuck. I’m stuck.” Until they get something right. They can also write an outline or a basic jist of what happens in the story, coming back later to spice up the language. Provide an example like, “Jerry and Luanne went to the store and they talked about bread.” This is something that fills the white space so that students can continue to scenes that they see more vividly in their heads. Students are also free to jump around writing parts in their story that engage them, like a scene in the climax that hooks them. They DO NOT have to write linearly, but they should be able to write a beginning, middle, and end if they have enough time.
· Answer any questions students have before they get started.
20 minutes working on the plot pyramid
· Make sure to walk around the classroom and offer help when possible. Also, make sure that students have a clear objective with their story before the end of this segment.

· Encourage students to talk with their writing partners to get feedback if they feel lost. They should be treated as expert authors of their own stories rather than students learning how to write.

5 minute brain break

· Students walk around the school or to a tree in the playground. Students can also decompress in the classroom.

40 minutes flash drafting
· There should be no talking unless students need help from an instructor. Silence is important so students do not snap out of their writing zone. This keeps them focused on the flash drafting process.

· Students can either flash draft in their composition book or on OneNote. This is based on whatever students feel comfortable with intuitively writing vigorously.

10 minutes for students to read aloud excerpts of some of their work

· No more than 3-5 students should present their work.

· Make sure the listening audience is quiet, attentive, and respectful. There should be no critical feedback unless the person asks for it. Snaps at the end of the reading encourage positive reception.

5 minutes to complete the exit ticket on flash drafting and using the plot pyramid
· See closure section for exit ticket questions

· Students should hand in their exit tickets and their plot pyramids to the instructor before they leave the classroom.



	Closure
Those actions or statements by a teacher that are designed to bring a lesson presentation to an appropriate conclusion. Used to help students bring things together in their own minds, to make sense out of what has just been taught. “Any Questions? No. OK, let’s move on” is not closure. Closure is used:

· To cue students to the fact that they have arrived at an important point in the lesson or the end of a lesson.

· To help organize student learning

To help form a coherent picture and to consolidate.
	Students will have the opportunity to read aloud either their full story (if it’s short) or an excerpt of it. Allow for about 3-5 students to share. Then, have students fill out an exit ticket that has them reflect on the process of flash drafting and using the plot pyramid for the assignment.
· How do you think flash drafting strengthened your writing skills or helped you get your ideas onto paper?

· What challenges did you encounter with flash drafting?

· Did the plot pyramid help you organize your ideas for your story? Explain how and why it helped/didn’t help in at least 3 sentences.

· Would you use the plot pyramid for other writing projects? Explain in 2-3 sentences why you would or wouldn’t use it again.

Make sure to thank students for their hard work and focus in the class. Collect their exit tickets before they leave, preferably at the doorway.

	Differentiation  
To modify: If the activity is too advanced for a child, how will you modify it so that they can be successful?

To extend: If the activity is too easy for a child, how will you extend it to develop their emerging skills?
	Students have freedom to choose the length of their work based on whatever content they want to propose related to the prompt (as long as there is no crass or sexually explicit content). The students should be able to write a minimum of two well-developed paragraphs. Students also have the freedom to write more than one story for the assignment. If they start working on one story and realize that it is not going anywhere, they can start another story expanding on another idea (though they have to keep their previous writing).
Ethan can start by writing a minimum of eight sentences, taking a five-minute break as a reward if he prefers. Ethan can also work in the hallway if the classroom is too overwhelming for him. Work with Lorraine Schippers to make sure he gets accommodations that still respect his intellectual integrity and writing potential.

	Assessment
How will you know if students met the learning targets? Write a description of what you were looking for in each assessment. 

	The main thing that will be assessed will be how students thoroughly filled out the plot pyramid worksheet, and how that planning is reflected in the quality of their draft. In addition to seeing if all the sections are filled out, students will be assessed on how clearly they are able to communicate their story related to the prompt using the plot pyramid. For example, can a complete stranger make sense of their stories by just reading their plot pyramid? Though students will not be assessed on the length of their draft, the instructor will offer constructive feedback on grammar use, sentence structure, and imaginative language that uses simile and metaphor. They will also be assessed on how effectively they use their time in the classroom to write. Based on their performance, the instructor may need to reflect on the type of work environment that might best suit the student’s learning style. Finally, students will also be assessed on how detailed and thoughtful they are with their reflection of the writing process in their exit ticket.
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