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Grade Level: 1
Content Area: Visual Arts

Title: Rorschach Monsters


Lesson #: 1
Content Standard(s) addressed by this lesson:
(Write Content Standards directly from the standard)

After folding a piece of paper with red, yellow, and blue paint on it, students will be able to create a Rorschach monster using black marker, googly eyes, glue, and cut construction paper.

· Standard: Observe and Learn to Comprehend
· Work of art expresses feelings
· Standard: Invent and Discover to Create
· Create art to communicate ideas, feelings, or emotions

· Blooms: Create

· Art Learning: Ideation, Materials and Techniques, Expressive features/inherent characteristics

· Literacy: Rorschach ink blot art meaning, definition of primary colors

· Numeracy: symmetrical designs of scary creature faces

After finishing their work, students will be able to describe the kind of animal they saw in their drawing and what kind of expression it is communicating. 

· Standard: Envision and Critique to Reflect
· Visual arts provide opportunities to respond to personal works of art and the art of others
· Standard: Relate and Connect to Transfer
· Visual arts relate experiences to self, family, and friends

· Blooms: Understand

· Art Learning: History and culture, critical reflection

· Numeracy: symmetrical designs of scary creature faces

· Literacy: students will write down the kind of animal they saw and the emotion it’s expressing using sentence stem worksheets
Understandings: (Big Ideas)
Artists manipulate symmetry and color as a form of creative expression.

Inquiry Questions: (Essential questions relating knowledge at end of the unit of instruction, select applicable questions from standard)
· What kinds of animal heads do we see in a Rorschach ink blot painting?
· How does looking at our Rorschach monsters make us feel?

· What kind of colors and textures does paint make when we smush our paintings together?
Evidence Outcomes: (Learning Targets)
Every student will be able to: (Create your own lesson objectives from the standard, follow the ABCD format, using student voice)  

I can: make a Rorschach monster by pressing folded sheets of paper with the three primary colors (red, yellow, and blue), gluing eyes, and drawing nose, mouth, ears, and hair. 
This means: that I can identify the primary colors, mix primary colors into secondary colors, cut and glue my animal head, and explain bilateral symmetry.
List of Assessments: (Write the number of the learning target associated with each assessment) 
· Summative: Grading checklist (N, PP, P). See assessment box for more details. 

· Formative: Visual and verbal check-ins with students based on progress. Checking to see if students met the learning targets for each work day.
Planned Lesson Activities
	Name and Purpose of Lesson
Should be a creative title for you and the students to associate with the activity. Think of the purpose as the mini-rationale for what you are trying to accomplish through this lesson.  
	Rorschach Monster

	Approx. Time and Materials
How long do you expect the activity to last and what materials will you need?
	Timeframe: 2-3 days
Materials:

· Tempera paint (red, yellow, blue)

· Plastic yogurt cups (roughly 18 total)

· White construction paper

· Assorted colors of construction paper (for the background)

· Old acrylic brushes

· Large black crayons

· Googly eyes

· Liquid glue

· Glue stick

· Scissors

	Anticipatory Set
The “hook” to grab students’ attention. These are actions and statements by the teacher to relate the experiences of the students to the objectives of the lesson, To put students into a receptive frame of mind.

· To focus student attention on the lesson.

· To create an organizing framework for the ideas, principles, or information that is to follow (advanced organizers)

An anticipatory set is used any time a different activity or new concept is to be introduced.
	“Since Halloween is just around the corner, we are going to make our own monsters.”

Show teacher example of the Rorschach monster: “What kind of monster do you see? Does it look goofy, sad, angry, or scary? How does it make you feel when you look at it?” Act out each emotion so ESL students understand what’s going on. “How do you think I made my monster?” After waiting for a response, explain to them that I smushed together paint to create a strange looking head.

Show an example of Rorschach ink blots: “What kinds of animals, creatures, or monsters do you see in these ink blots?” If there is a SMART board, have students draw out the facial features of the Rorscach animals they see.

	Procedures
(Include a play-by-play account of what students and teacher will do from the minute they arrive to the minute they leave your classroom. Indicate the length of each segment of the lesson. List actual minutes.)

Indicate whether each is:

-teacher input

-modeling

-questioning strategies

-guided/unguided:

     -whole-class practice

     -group practice

     -individual practice

-check for understanding

-other
	Day 1:
Total Class Time: 40 min.
Learning Target: I can put four globs of red paint, four globs of blue paint, and four globs of yellow paint on my paper and smush it together. This means that I’ve made the head for my animal. 
Initial Prep Time

· Fold white construction paper in half for each student (hamburger style)

· Put 20 squirts of soap in each jug of tempera paint. This will help the tempera paint wash off the students’ clothes without staining them.

· Put three yogurt tins (one with red paint, one with blue paint, and one with yellow paint) on each table with two or three paintbrushes in each cup. 

· Hand each student a dry paper towel.

· Make extra Rorschach monsters for students that are absent. Students can also make more faces for other monsters as a sponge activity when they are done. This will be for Day 2.

Introductory discussion: see anticipatory set section

· Time: 5 minutes

Teacher Demonstration: 

· Time: 5 minutes

· Roll up sleeves

· Remind students the expectation to stand back from the demo table so everyone can see.

· Apply globs of red, blue, and yellow paint onto one side of folded paper. Remember, all globs have to be thick and close to the seam, not brushed on and far away from the seam. 

· Rub paper down with bottom of fist, moving towards and away from the seam to connect all the globs. 

· Smushed paint will squeeze out from the seam, so it’s important to wipe it away with a paper towel. Remind students to keep their sleeves rolled up while they do this. However, remind them that the paint will wash out if they get it on their clothes.

· Peel apart the paper and show students the Rorscach design.
· While carrying the painting like a lunch tray (both hands carrying the paper from underneath), walk it over to the drying rack and shimmy it into the slot at a diagonal angle.

· Remind students that they will not be painting themselves or their partners with the paint. They will also not clean up their projects or their materials until ten minutes before class ends.

Work Time: 

· Time: 10 minutes

· Management strategy: Have one table set up with four newsprint sheets and two colors of each. Four students work at each table while other students line up and watch. All smushed paint will get on the newsprint, which will not get on the table. 

· Have the students draw a big circle at the center of their drawing so the students can glob paint in the center and not on the edges. This will prevent huge messes. 

Clean-up:

· Time: 10 minutes

· Station 1: Students place their yogurt tin paints on a lunch tray. The tray will be taped off in three sections, each for one of the primary colors. 
· Station 2: Students wash out their brushes in a bucket of soapy water. All they need to do is swirl the brush in the water and squeeze the water out into the bucket until there’s no paint. One student from each table group should grab one paint brush. When they are done, they will place the brushes in the brush bin.
· Station 3:  Students will wash their hands in the sink with soap and water. The teacher will count three seconds and have the next student wash his/her hand. Alternative option: another bucket with soapy water for students to quickly rub their hands in.
· Station 4: Students will grab wet sponges and/or paper towels and wash off the paint on the floor, tables, and chairs before class ends. Other students will grab dry paper towels to dry off everything.

· When students are sitting in their seats and quietly waiting for instructions, the teacher will assign two line leaders and allow the other students to quietly line up.

· Teacher should model and explain this to students for at least 3 minutes before they start cleaning up.

Day 2: 

Total Class Time: 40 minutes

Learning Target: I can glue my monster’s eyes onto my painting and draw its nose, mouth, hair, and ears with black crayon. This means that I am making a scary, goofy, angry, or sad monster.
Initial Prep Time:

· Teacher uses black crayon to draw a loose, bubble outline around each students’ Rorschach monsters. 

· Uncap all of the glue sticks and keep them in a bin that the students cannot reach.
Teacher Demonstration: 

· Time: 5-7 minutes

· Take out sample piece with bubble outline and cut on the line using scissors. While demonstrating this, discuss scissor safety with students. Scissors are used to cut paper, not clothes, hair, skin, or someone else’s project. Remind students that they should walk with the scissors while holding them blade down in their closed fists (handle should be the only thing poking out).

· Glue back of the paper with a glue stick, place onto the back of colored construction paper, and rub it down with fist. Explain to students that they are not allowed to spin the glue stick any higher than it already is.
· Show students how to glue googly eyes onto their project. If the googly eyes are big, tell them not to squeeze a dot of glue bigger than a ladybug. Place it onto the painting and press down. It’s okay if glue comes out the sides a little bit. Also, explain to students what will happen if too much glue is applied. It will create a mess that will make it hard for them to draw the other facial features with crayon.

· Draw facial features (nose, eye sockets, mouth, ears, and hair) with black crayon.

· If students want to add antennas, the teacher will hole punch the paintings and tie pipe cleaners for them. It is up to them to bend and curl the pipe cleaners in whatever shape they want. They can also use strips of curled paper.

Work Time:

· Time: 20 minutes

· When students are done, they have three options: free draw using drawing books, help clean up the classroom (beyond regular responsibilities) for candy, or create face drawings for another Rorschach animal that the teacher created.
Clean-up:

· Time: 5 minutes

· Put away crayons in the bins

· Put scissors in the bins

· Throw away extra paper scraps and pipe cleaners off the floor. Use the dust pan or broom if necessary.

· Wipe down glue residue on tables with paper towels or sponges.

Discussion: 

· Time: 8 minutes

· Have students lay out their paintings and do a gallery walk. They must show “hugs and bubbles” while the walk (arms crossed and air stuck in mouth) so there is no talking and no touching of the art.

· Teacher asks students to place their drawings on the table based on three emotions: goofy, angry, and scary. Looking at their creatures, students discuss what facial features have in common that make them look goofy, angry, and scary. They also talk about how their creature makes them feel when they look at it.

· If there is extra time, have students play Head’s Up, 7 Up.

Line up:

· Time: 3 min.

· Students create a stack of their paintings on the demonstration table. Make sure that every student has their name written on the back of their painting.

· Teacher picks two line leaders and dismisses students based on table groups that are sitting quietly.

	Closure
Those actions or statements by a teacher that are designed to bring a lesson presentation to an appropriate conclusion. Used to help students bring things together in their own minds, to make sense out of what has just been taught. “Any Questions? No. OK, let’s move on” is not closure. Closure is used:

· To cue students to the fact that they have arrived at an important point in the lesson or the end of a lesson.

· To help organize student learning

To help form a coherent picture and to consolidate.
	Exit Ticket:
Group discussion that summarizes the key points we discussed as a group about their work. The main topic is based on the relationship between the aesthetic appearance of a creature and the emotional response it triggers in the viewer.

	Differentiation  
To modify: If the activity is too advanced for a child, how will you modify it so that they can be successful?

To extend: If the activity is too easy for a child, how will you extend it to develop their emerging skills?
	Modify:

Teacher can create a pencil outline of where the students can glob paint if they are having a hard time painting on the opposite side of the paper, getting too messy with smearing, or applying paint that is too thin.
Place folded paper inside folded newsprint. That way, students can smooth out their globs of paint without getting paint on their hands or the table.

Extend:

Students could use the Rorschach technique to create a body for their creature using one of the three primary colors. When it is dry, they can cut it out, draw designs with black crayon, and glue it underneath the head.

	Assessment
How will you know if students met the learning targets? Write a description of what you were looking for in each assessment. 

	N (Nothing): 
· No project turned in, project is incomplete
· Missing class, class time was not used for making art

PP (Partially Proficient): 
· Project: painting is completed but drawn details are minimal and/or do not depict an animal
· not following instructions, not paying attention during instructions, confrontational attitude towards other students and/or teacher 

· did not help clean the classroom

· did not participate in critique discussion

P (Proficient): 
· Project: painting is completed with details that depict a creature
· Followed directions, worked well with others, used materials respectfully, 

· clean up after own mess

· participated in critique discussion

A (Advanced): 
· Project: painting is completed with details that depict a creature with a humorous expressive quality
· Helping other students without being asked, participated in class discussion

· Clean up their mess and other student’s mess
· Participated in critique discussion with deep critical thinking comments


What Went Well with the Lesson:

Creative Process

· After some trial and error, doing stations and lines of four worked pretty well. Having students apply paint in the middle of their paper rather than the edges prevented messy clean-up and it created clearer monster faces that were easier for the students to cut out.
· Students were able to work with paint without having to worry about mixing anything. However, they noticed how the primary colors created secondary colors when some of them were mixed together. 

Artistic Product and Critique Discussion
· Students’ interpretations of the Rorschach animals were creative and innovative. This helped them come up with ideas for designing their projects.

· When students had the chance to draw outside of their designs and onto the background paper, they were more creative with their designs and innovative with the backgrounds.
Management

· Clean-up: having students place their paintings into the drying rack and washing their hands in the bucket for 3 seconds. Once they were done, they were able to clean up the tables. This seemed pretty streamlined.

· Setting expectations for behavior management and reinforcing consequences if they are not being followed. 

Areas of Improvement: 

Creative Process

· Students had a hard time using liquid glue. Even though we explained “a dot is a lot,” they still over-glued their projects (especially with the googly eyes). They were a little more successful with glue sticks, but they also didn’t press hard enough. As a result, their projects peeled off.
· Not having stations and not having students paint in the middle of the paper created a giant paint mess that was difficult to clean up in a time-efficient manner. 

Artistic Product and Critique Discussion
· Students had a hard time problem-solving what kinds of facial features to put on their drawings. As a result, they did random patterns on their paintings with no context of facial patterns.
· Students had a hard time coming up with ideas beyond eyes, nose, and mouth. They needed a lot of instruction on how to engage and persist. Maybe it would’ve helped if there were more examples that looked more like animals. 
· The crayon marks were hard to see with the bright paint at a distance. I would’ve used black marker or even cut construction paper to help them push their designs. They could even fold their projects to create some 3-D relief.

· There was not much time for a critique discussion, so it wasn’t very deep. Students were not able to recognize what kinds of creatures they made. They also had a hard time describing the emotions that their monsters were conveying.

Management
· Time management—making to watch the time when it comes to demonstrations, work time, and appropriate clean-up (making sure students do not feel super rushed).
· Having materials set up and ready to go in advance so there is not time spent getting things ready.

· Before the system for painting was figured out, management for following instructions and clean-up was very difficult

Future Considerations

· Have students do a Rorschach monster based on an animal rather than a creature from their own imagination. Having them come up with something from their head didn’t provide them with the structure and context they could’ve used to make their projects more successful.

· Have students add cut construction paper elements to the project so the details of the faces stand out. That said, there should be some structure for ideas on what specifically students should cut out.
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