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Date: 11/12/18
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Grade Level: Third Grade
Content Area: Visual Arts

Title: Notan Winter Scenes

Lesson #: 2
Content Standard(s) addressed by this lesson:
(Write Content Standards directly from the standard)

After watching a demonstration on paper cutting and gluing, students will be able to create a notan winter scene (snowmen and pine trees) using construction paper and colored pencils.
· Standards: Observe and Learn to Comprehend 
· The identification of characteristics and expressive features in works of art and design help to determine artistic intent

· Standard: Invent and Discover to Create
· Demonstrate basic studio skills
· Blooms:  Create

· Art Learning: Materials and techniques, expressive features/inherent characteristics, ideation
· Numeracy: creating designs with symmetrical and asymmetrical patterns

After finishing their project and watching a video on the history of notan art, students will be able to explain how symmetry and asymmetry were used successfully in their designs using an artist’s statement worksheet.
· Standard: Envision and Critique to Reflect
· Artists, viewers, and patrons make connections among the characteristics, expressive features, and purposes of art and design

· Standard: Relate and Connect to Transfer
· Historical and cultural ideas are evident in works of art
· Blooms: Understand
· Art Learning: history and culture, critical reflection
· Literacy: writing an artist’s statement

Evidence Outcomes: (Learning Targets)
Every student will be able to: (Create your own lesson objectives from the standard, follow the ABCD format, using student voice)  

All students will be able to: make a notan winter scene with at least two snowmen/pine trees using cut construction paper and colored pencils.
This means: that students understand how to cut symmetrical and asymmetrical designs.
List of Assessments: (Write the number of the learning target associated with each assessment) 
Summative: Grading checklist (N, PP, P). See assessment box for more details. 

Formative: Visual and verbal check-ins with students based on progress. Checking to see if students met the learning targets for each work day.
Planned Lesson Activities
	Name and Purpose of Lesson
Should be a creative title for you and the students to associate with the activity. Think of the purpose as the mini-rationale for what you are trying to accomplish through this lesson.  
	Notan Winter Scenes

	Approx. Time and Materials
How long do you expect the activity to last and what materials will you need?
	Time: 3 days
Class Time: 40 min.

Materials:

· Scissors

· Pencils and erasers

· Black construction paper cut at 9”x12”

· Dark gray and light gray construction paper (18”x24”)

· Glue sticks

	Anticipatory Set
The “hook” to grab students’ attention. These are actions and statements by the teacher to relate the experiences of the students to the objectives of the lesson, To put students into a receptive frame of mind.

· To focus student attention on the lesson.

· To create an organizing framework for the ideas, principles, or information that is to follow (advanced organizers)

An anticipatory set is used any time a different activity or new concept is to be introduced.
	The hook would be to show students the teacher example of the notan project and having them discuss why the designs are relevant to winter. It also gives them the opportunity to review their artistic language, which they were excited to use from the last project.

	Procedures
(Include a play-by-play account of what students and teacher will do from the minute they arrive to the minute they leave your classroom. Indicate the length of each segment of the lesson. List actual minutes.)

Indicate whether each is:

-teacher input

-modeling

-questioning strategies

-guided/unguided:

     -whole-class practice

     -group practice

     -individual practice

-check for understanding

-other
	Day 1:
Total Class Time: 40 min.

Learning target: I can draw and cut my notan designs. I can also explain what symmetry and asymmetry are.
Initial Prep Time:

· Cut black sheets of construction paper in half. Set out on the table with light gray and dark gray construction papers

· Make teacher sample
· Set out pencils, glue sticks, and scissors on the demo table

Introduction to the project:

· Time: 4 min.

· Review the definitions of mirror symmetry and asymmetry based on what students learned from the Day of the Dead project. Have them make note of the mirror symmetry (cut shapes) and the asymmetry (color contrast between halves) in the teacher sample.

· Show students the video of notan art. Historical background: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIV39eFmQoU. (1:37) Example: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaZuJWL7Z38. (5:18—skim through the sections so students get the gist of the project. Should take about 1 min.)
· Explain to students that the theme of the notan designs will be winter because they will be doing the project close to winter time. They need to have three large shapes on their notan design. At least one of them should be a snowman and one should be a tree.

Teacher Demonstration:

· Time: 6 min.

· Have students gather around the demonstration table. Make sure everyone takes a step back from the table so that no one is leaning on the table or blocking anyone’s view.

· Snowman drawing: three big circles stacked on top of each other. Optional to draw a scarf and a hat as long as everything is big and wide. Students should not be drawing the details of the snowman. They will draw those in closer to the end of the project.

· Tree drawing: straight line for the trunk, three sweeping spikes going from the top to the bottom (like a Christmas tree). Remind students not to draw too many jagged lines or else it will be very challenging to cut the tree.

· Emphasize to students that the shapes should be big and cover at least three quarters of the paper. Also, let them know to not draw their designs too close together or too detailed. If they do this, they run the risk of tearing their paper and starting over.
· Show students how to cut the shapes out. Explain to them that they can do three snowmen, three trees, two snowman/one tree, two trees/one snowman, etc. Whatever design combination they want to do, but they need to have three shapes in total and they need to be BIG.
· Another thing students need to observe is that all of the shapes that they need to draw should touch the bottom of the black paper but not any of the other sides of the black paper. This makes it easier for students to flip the smaller shapes to make the mirror symmetry look. This also keeps the black background shape intact, making it easier to glue.

· Students should glue down the big background first, lining up the corners and putting glue down on any areas of paper that curl up. 

· They should line up their small cut shapes to fit into the hole of their black paper like a puzzle piece. Tap the top of the small shape with the glue stick and apply glue onto the surface. Line up the corners between the positive and negative space shapes and glue down to create the mirror symmetry.

· Remind students not to cut the gray paper while cutting the black paper. Keep them all separate.

Work Time:

· Time: 25 min.

· If students accidentally tear their project or mess up the cutting/gluing process, they get one more piece of black paper to start over. If they mess that one up, then they will get a partially proficient grade for their project.
Clean-Up:

· Time: 5 min.

· Have students write their names on the front of their gray paper, their black background, and each individual black shape. Have them place all their paper scraps on top of their gray paper, carry them like lunch trays (with two hands supporting the bottom) and stack them all up.

· Put away glue sticks, scissors, pencils, and erasers in their respective containers.
· Pick up paper scraps off the floor.

· Dismiss students that are sitting quietly. Pick line leaders.

Day 2

Total Class Time: 40 min.

Learning target: I can cut and glue my notan shapes onto my paper.
Initial Prep Time:

· Set out pencils, glue sticks, and scissors on the demo table
Teacher Demonstration:

· 5 min.

· Remind students about the cutting and gluing technical instructions, specifically when it comes to the symmetry placement. Show them with another teacher sample.

Work Time:

· Time: 18 min.
Clean-Up:

· Time: 2 min.

· Put away glue sticks, scissors, pencils, and erasers in their respective containers.

· Stack projects on demo table to turn in

Day 3:

Total Class Time: 40 min.

Learning target: I can decorate my snowman and tree notan shapes with white and black colored pencil.
Initial Prep Time:

· Decorate the teacher example with black and white colored pencil (do at least two of the elements on the project so the third one could be part of the demo)
Teacher Demonstration:

· Time: 3 min.

· Use the black colored pencils on the gray background and the white pencil on the black shapes.

· Students have the option to do mirror symmetrical designs or opposites (like a happy and sad snowman).

Work Time: 

· Time: 17 min.
Clean-Up:

· Time: 3 min.

· Put away glue sticks, scissors, pencils, and erasers in their respective containers.

· Stack projects on demo table to turn in

Artist’s Statement:

· Time: 15 min.

· Students will write an exit ticket based on a prompt related to symmetry. They can choose one question to answer. 

· First question: What parts of your project have symmetry? What parts of your project have asymmetry?

· Second question: What do you like about your project? What would you change to make it better?

· If there is time, students can discuss their answers with each other.

Dismissal

· Dismiss students that are sitting quietly. Pick line leaders.

	Closure
Those actions or statements by a teacher that are designed to bring a lesson presentation to an appropriate conclusion. Used to help students bring things together in their own minds, to make sense out of what has just been taught. “Any Questions? No. OK, let’s move on” is not closure. Closure is used:

· To cue students to the fact that they have arrived at an important point in the lesson or the end of a lesson.

· To help organize student learning

To help form a coherent picture and to consolidate.
	The closure activity involves refreshing academic language and the process of making the art. This would be a verbal exit ticket discussion. 
Academic language: mirror symmetry and asymmetry

Process: 

· How do you glue a shape down that is mirror symmetrical?

· Which shapes do you glue down first? The big shapes or the little shapes?

· What culture is notan art originally from?

	Differentiation  
To modify: If the activity is too advanced for a child, how will you modify it so that they can be successful?

To extend: If the activity is too easy for a child, how will you extend it to develop their emerging skills?
	Modify: 

Drawing and Cutting: Having shape templates prepared for students that have gross motor skill issues. Have them cut out one shape instead of three (preferably a snowman shape).
Gluing: Pick the side for students to glue and have them line it up with their opposite shapes with teacher supervision.

Extend:

Drawing and Cutting: Making designs that have a more intricate silhouette (like a snowman with arms or a tree with winter branches. Push students to think about the opposites concept when drawing their details. 

	Assessment
How will you know if students met the learning targets? Write a description of what you were looking for in each assessment. 

	N (Nothing): 

· No project turned in, project is incomplete

· Missing class, class time was not used for making art

PP (Partially Proficient): 

· Project: artwork has shapes with choppy cutting and torn/missing shapes, edges are not glued down, black background is severely askew/wrinkled, colored pencil designs are scribbled and rushed

· Artist’s statement: students were not able to discuss and write about how they demonstrated symmetry and asymmetry in their work

· not following instructions, not paying attention during instructions, confrontational attitude towards other students and/or teacher 

· did not help clean the classroom

P (Proficient): 

· Project: artwork demonstrated approximate symmetry with cutting and gluing, edges are glued down, colored pencil designs demonstrate approximate symmetry

· Artist’s Statement: students were able to discuss and write about how they demonstrated symmetry and asymmetry in their work

· Followed directions, worked well with others, used materials respectfully, 

· clean up after own mess

A (Advanced): 

· Project: artwork demonstrated mirror symmetry with cutting and gluing, edges are glued down, colored pencils designs demonstrate mirror symmetry or asymmetry related to an “opposites” theme

· Artist’s Statement: students were able to discuss and write about how they demonstrated symmetry and asymmetry in their work, as well as what they could’ve improved on.

· Helping other students without being asked, participated in class discussion

· Clean up their mess and other student’s mess


What Went Well
Creative Process

· Students’ prior knowledge of mirror and asymmetry was strong going into this project because they had learned about it from the Dia de Los Muertos mask project. As a result, they were keen on picking up on these concepts with their designs. Their discussions with artistic language was very strong.

· The shapes that students drew (restricting them to snowmen and trees) made it very successful for students to cut and glue their projects. They learned from consequence (difficulty navigating scissors and tearing their detailed cuts after gluing) caused them to refine their design choices to make a successful project.

· I set a rule that students would get an extra piece of black paper if they screwed up their designs the first time. If they screwed up that second paper, they would receive a partially proficient grade. Students were aware of this consequence and were very careful with their cutting and gluing with their last black paper.

· We have a student with verbal, somewhat high functioning autism that was able to cut, glue, and align all of his shapes by himself. I thought that was a massive accomplishment of this project. He protested my help if I offered it, asserting that he wanted to figure it out on his own.

· Despite the aforementioned areas of improvement for creative process (see in the next section), students did a really good job trying to problem-solve and engage/persist through their mistakes. Though some students were discouraged with not getting the asymmetry exactly right, I didn’t really hear them making a big fuss about it. They took it upon themselves to solve their own problems rather than me depending on them to solve it for them.
Artistic Product

· All of the students were able to create a notan design with relatively clean craftsmanship. Students took the time to make sure all of the edges of the paper were glued down. Cutting was also simple for them to achieve.

· Creating details with the colored pencils really made the designs look more illustrative. Students took their time to make their drawing craftsmanship look clean and detailed. Some students needed extra prompts to know what to do. But for the most part, no one really had issues with the coloring process.

· I challenged students to use colored pencils to create symmetrical designs or asymmetrical designs. For example, a student could make a smiling snowman on both sides of the paper or a happy snowman on one side and a sad snowman on the other. Many students tried the opposites approach, demonstrating their understanding of combining symmetry with asymmetry.

· The color scheme of the project worked really well with the winter theme and focused the learning content on value.
Management

· Students wrote their names on the front of the paper and on the back of all their paper scraps. They didn’t lose any of their shapes and passing out projects was easy because we didn’t have to flip anything over.

· Time management was better. Steps were written on the board and segregated for each grade. Students knew when things were due, so no one was behind. 
Areas of Improvement

Creative Process

· Students had a really challenging time getting the concept of gluing shapes down with mirror symmetry. The instruction I gave them was to fit their shape into the hole like a puzzle piece, stab the shape with the glue stick, and glue the side facing up. Then, line the shape up with the corners and flip it over so the glued side is facing the paper. Many students struggled with this step and were discouraged that they didn’t get their mirror symmetry exactly right. Though I tried to help as many students as I could, I let go of the perfectionism of this step and figured I could make the “mirror” symmetry component an accomplished grade instead of a proficient grade.

· Some students accidentally cut out shapes too close to each other or to the edge of the paper. Pine trees also had a lot of spikes, making it very challenging to cut. They suffered the consequences of cutting and gluing from this, which meant they had to start over with a new sheet of paper. They didn’t seem to have an interest drawing simple, big, and wide shapes.

· Some students glued small shapes before the large black background, causing the symmetry of their projects to be off. Gluing down the large black shape had to be re-emphasized a lot.

· Students had some challenges lining up the edges of their black background with the gray paper. This caused the black background to be askew, making the shapes off-center.

· Some students accidentally cut off too much of their shapes and tried to fix them by cutting more black paper and gluing it down. It didn’t make the shapes look exactly asymmetrical, which meant that students needed to be a lot more careful and focused with their cutting.

Artistic Product

· Mainly, the biggest challenges had to do with mirror symmetry and alignment with the paper. I would push more students to practice this as a form of ideation and formative assessment. I would have them cut and glue a small shape down relevant to their designs. I would also have them practice gluing the black background on a smaller scale so they can feel more confident practicing it with the big one.

Management

· It was challenging to visit with everyone to see if they were doing the mirror symmetry correctly. The students that were the most successful with it were the ones that I was able to work one-on-one with. I definitely need to have more of a formative assessment with cutting and gluing in the notan style so that students have an easier time with the final project.

Future Considerations

· I would like to do some backwards planning for all K-5 grades that focused on paper cutting and gluing skills. This is clearly an important skill for them to have throughout elementary school and I would like to really be able to push them on each grade level for this.

· Definitely plan an ideation/formative assessment on flipping and gluing shapes for mirror symmetry.
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