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Title: Zombie Self-Portrait



Lesson #: 1
Content Standard(s) addressed by this lesson:
(Write Content Standards directly from the standard)

After discussing the visual difference between realistic zombies and cartoon zombies, students will be able to design the facial features of their zombie portrait using pencil and black crayon.

· Standard: Observe and Learn to Comprehend
· Artists and viewers determine artistic intent by comparing and contrasting the characteristics and expressive features of art and design
· Standard: Relate and Connect to Transfer
· Historical time periods and cultural settings are interpreted in works of art

· Blooms: Create

· Art Learning: History and culture, ideation

· Literacy: definition of a zombie

· Numeracy: observation of symmetrical/asymmetrical features of a zombie face
After watching a demonstration on wet-on-wet watercolor, students will be able to paint their zombie portraits and the background using wet-on-wet watercolor and wax crayon resist.

· Standard: Invent and Discover to Create
· Materials and processes can be used in traditional, unique, and inventive ways

· Blooms: Create

· Art Learning: Expressive features/inherent characteristics, materials and techniques

· Literacy: vocabulary (wet-on-wet watercolor, complimentary colors red/green)
· Students learn how to paint their zombies using wet-on-wet watercolor bleeding techniques and wax crayon resist. The theme of wet-on-wet bleeding is relevant to the “bleeding” theme of deteriorating zombies. Students will also learn about complimentary color relationships, specifically red and green.
After finishing their zombie portraits and learning about quintet poetry, students will be able to compose a quintet poem about what their zombie would say to the audience.

· Standard: Envision and Critique to Reflect
· The processes and philosophies of art and design inform interpretations in works of art

· Blooms: Create

· Art Learning: Critical Reflection

· Literacy: writing quintet poetry
· Numeracy: organizational beats and rhythm of poetry

Understandings: (Big Ideas)
Artists experiment and improvise with their materials as part of their creative expression. 

Inquiry Questions: (Essential questions relating knowledge at end of the unit of instruction, select applicable questions from standard)
· Why are zombies so popular in our culture right now?
· What characteristics does a zombie have?

· How do we mix colors using wet-on-wet watercolor techniques?

· What are complimentary colors?

Evidence Outcomes: (Learning Targets)
Every student will be able to: (Create your own lesson objectives from the standard, follow the ABCD format, using student voice)  

I can: make a zombie self-portrait using crayon resist and wet-on-wet watercolor technique.
This means: that I know how to use mixed media materials in an appropriate manner.
List of Assessments: (Write the number of the learning target associated with each assessment) 
Summative: Grading checklist (N, PP, P). See assessment box for more details. 

Formative: Visual and verbal check-ins with students based on progress. Checking to see if students met the learning targets for each work day.
Planned Lesson Activities
	Name and Purpose of Lesson
Should be a creative title for you and the students to associate with the activity. Think of the purpose as the mini-rationale for what you are trying to accomplish through this lesson.  
	Zombie Self-Portrait


	Approx. Time and Materials
How long do you expect the activity to last and what materials will you need?
	Time: 2 days
Materials:

· 9”x12” watercolor paper

· Graphite pencils

· Black and white crayons

· Watercolor palette (specifically red, green, blue, and black colors)

· Water

· Shared plastic containers for water

· Watercolor brushes

	Anticipatory Set
The “hook” to grab students’ attention. These are actions and statements by the teacher to relate the experiences of the students to the objectives of the lesson, To put students into a receptive frame of mind.

· To focus student attention on the lesson.

· To create an organizing framework for the ideas, principles, or information that is to follow (advanced organizers)

An anticipatory set is used any time a different activity or new concept is to be introduced.
	For our Halloween-themed art project, we are going to be creating self-portraits as a certain famous scary creature. Can anyone guess what that creature is? Zombies.

What is a zombie and what do they look like?

Why are zombies scary?
Why are zombies so popular in movies and video games right now?
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How does a realistic zombie look different than a cartoon zombie?

The whole point of this discussion is to help you get some ideas for how you want to design your zombie self-portrait for our project.


	Procedures
(Include a play-by-play account of what students and teacher will do from the minute they arrive to the minute they leave your classroom. Indicate the length of each segment of the lesson. List actual minutes.)

Indicate whether each is:

-teacher input

-modeling

-questioning strategies

-guided/unguided:

     -whole-class practice

     -group practice

     -individual practice

-check for understanding

-other
	Day 1:
Total Class Time: 40 min.

Learning Target: I can draw myself as a zombie and start painting my portrait’s skin green. This means that I know how to draw the basic features of a face, and how to make them look dead or decayed.
Initial Prep Time:

· Place stacks of watercolor paper, water tins, watercolor palettes (16 total), and watercolor brushes out on tables

· Place black crayons, white crayons, and graphite pencils on tables

· Create teacher sample

Teacher Demonstration:

· Time: 8-10 min.
· Anticipatory Set: see relevant section

· Show students the teacher example and have them explain the facial features I selected to “zombify” my face. Also, have them make note that they are drawing a head (with eyes, nose, and mouth), ears, hair, neck, and shoulders. Drawing a floating head in the middle of the paper will earn them a partially proficient grade.

· Have them draw the facial features of the zombie first with pencil. Outline them again in crayon. The reason that we use crayon on our drawings is because the wax prevents colors from blending into each other when we do wet-on-wet watercolor.

· Explain that students will be using watercolors for their projects, and that they will be sharing watercolor tins with each other. Also, explain that they will be using red and green for their paintings, which are complimentary colors.

· Paint water across the zombie’s face, neck, and shoulders. Make sure that it looks glossy when bending down at table level. If there is not enough water on the paper, then the wet-on-wet effect won’t work.

· Dip watercolor brush in the light green, dark green, red, and purple tins. Lightly dip the watercolor brush into the light green tin. Explain to students that they are not allowed to do heavy dipping or scuffle the brush inside the tin or else it will waste a lot of watercolor. Also, let them know to keep their paint on their paper, not on their clothes, faces, or other people’s projects.

· Make dots and dashes on the zombie face with light green paint. Let the water mix and bleed the colors. Do not drag the brush with painterly strokes or else the colors will look muddy. Add dark green in the sockets, under the nose, on the sides of the face, and under the chin. If they are lost, they can look at someone sitting at their table to find the shadows on their faces.

· If students want to use a new color, they have to wash their brushes in water before dipping it into another tin. Not doing so will make the colors look muddy, which will not make table partners happy.

· For clean-up, grab a white drying rack tray and shift the painting onto the rack. Do not pick up the painting and hold it vertically or else the paints will run. Have two other people put their paintings on the rack too. Carry it over to the rack and slip it into place on the blue frame.
· Wash the brushes in the water tins

· Close the watercolor lid and carry it back to the demonstration table with two hands supporting it underneath. Do not tip or tilt the watercolor tin or all the colors in each tin will run together and make a brown mess. Stack all palettes onto the back table.

Student Work Time:

· Time: 25 min.
Clean-Up:

· Time: 5 min.
· See teacher instruction for clean-up procedures

· Pick line leaders and dismiss students that are sitting quietly at their tables.

Day 2:

Total Class Time: 40 min.

Learning Target: I can paint my zombie self-portrait and cloudy background with white crayons and red, green, purple, blue, and black watercolor. This means that I know how to use mixed media materials appropriately, as well as what complimentary colors are.
Initial Prep Time:

· Place stacks of watercolor paper, water tins, watercolor palettes (16 total), and watercolor brushes out on tables

Teacher Demonstration:
· Time: 5 min.

· Apply water onto areas with wounds, scars, bruises, and exposed body parts. Apply dots of red and purple paint to the wounds and let it blend.

· Paint water onto the background. Students have two options for making a cloud and moon. They could either let the colors bleed in the water and leave large white spaces to create clouds (they could also draw the clouds in pencil to know where to stop their marks) or they could block out the clouds with white crayon and create a resist. Show both for the demonstration.

· Apply drops and streaks of blue and black paint to the sky and let it bleed.

· Remind students that they have to finish painting by the end of class. Also, remind them of the clean-up protocols.
Student Work Time:

· Time: 30 min.
· Sponge activity: free drawing, deep cleaning the classroom for dream dollars, or drawing a favorite animal as a zombie

Clean-Up:

· Time: 5 min.

· See teacher instruction for clean-up procedures from day 1

· Pick line leaders and dismiss students that are sitting quietly at their tables.

Day 3:

Total Class Time: 40 min.
Initial Prep Time:

· Write a quintet poem to go along with teacher example to read for the class.
Teacher Demonstration:

· Time: 5 min.

· For Tim’s SLO goal, students learn a new form of poetry and practice writing it down related to the project. For this assignment, they will learn how to write a quintet poem. Explain the key features of a quintet poem. Also, read aloud the teacher poem to go along with the teacher example. They have to write the poem based on what a zombie would say or think about.

· Have a class discussion on what zombies would say, think, or do. Specifically, what would each student as a zombie say, think, or do. Make it scary or funny.

Student Work Time:

· Time: 10 min.

· Walk around and help students out if they are feeling stuck.

· If students are finished early, have them fill out a critique exit ticket about their work for extra credit: 3 things I learned, 2 things I found interesting, 1 questions I have.
Student Presentations and Critiques:

· Time: 20 min.

· Have students come up to the front of the room and read aloud their poems in a poetry slam style. They need to hang their watercolor paintings up on the board while they are presenting their poem. Tim will film each student that presents to collect evidence for his SLO objectives.

Reflections on Learning:

· Time: 5 min.

· See closing activity

Clean-Up:

· Time: 1

· Pick line leaders and dismiss students that are sitting quietly in their chairs.


	Closure
Those actions or statements by a teacher that are designed to bring a lesson presentation to an appropriate conclusion. Used to help students bring things together in their own minds, to make sense out of what has just been taught. “Any Questions? No. OK, let’s move on” is not closure. Closure is used:

· To cue students to the fact that they have arrived at an important point in the lesson or the end of a lesson.

· To help organize student learning

To help form a coherent picture and to consolidate.
	Reviewing important vocabulary in a class discussion:
· What are the steps of doing a wet-on-wet watercolor technique?

· What is a self-portrait? What parts of the human body do you draw or paint in a self-portrait?

· What are complimentary colors? What complimentary colors did we use for this project?



	Differentiation  
To modify: If the activity is too advanced for a child, how will you modify it so that they can be successful?

To extend: If the activity is too easy for a child, how will you extend it to develop their emerging skills?
	Modify: Have students trace a head template for the face. Mark the areas where they eyes, nose, and mouth are. Provide worksheets for students on how to draw an eye, nose, and mouth. Draw over the pencil lines with black crayon for students that have a fine motor skill disability. 
Extend: Have students look up specific zombie wounds on their chromebooks and let them practice drawing from observation. Challenge them to use dry-brushing techniques over the dried wet-on-wet watercolor using red or purple to create dimension and grizzly wounds. Teach them how to draw more realistic looking faces, or give them the option to invent their own cartoon zombie design. 

	Assessment
How will you know if students met the learning targets? Write a description of what you were looking for in each assessment. 

	N (Nothing): 

· No project turned in, project is incomplete

· Missing class, class time was not used for making art

PP (Partially Proficient): 

· Drawing: portrait has minimal zombie characteristics
· Painting: the painting is finished but looks flat when it comes to varied values on the face and background
· Poetry: poem does not have a quintet structure and does not have relevance to the project

· not following instructions, not paying attention during instructions, confrontational attitude towards other students and/or teacher 

· did not help clean the classroom

P (Proficient): 

· Drawing: portrait is recognizable as a zombie
· Painting: portraits has a variety of values on the face and background, as well as a natural wet-on-wet bleeding look
· Poetry: poem follows the quintet structure and reflects the voice of the zombie

· Followed directions, worked well with others, used materials respectfully, 

· clean up after own mess

A (Advanced): 

· Drawing: portrait include challenging zombie details to draw (creative risk-taking), students were able to explain the deep creative process behind their artistic choices for their zombie
· Painting: portrait and background have strong contrast in color and value that creates a fearful reaction in the viewer
· Poetry: poem follows the quintet structure and has a vivid, creative representation of the zombie’s voice. This poem created a humorous or frightful reaction in the audience when read.

· Helping other students without being asked, participated in class discussion

· Clean up their mess and other student’s mess


What Went Well with the Lesson:

Creative Process

· Students had a lot of support resources to be successful with drawing portraits. They had head templates for tracing the basic shape of the head. Each template had places marked for eyes, nose, moth, and hair line to go. Even though the proportions weren’t exactly correct, students didn’t fixate on that because their zombies were somewhat caricaturized.
· Students also had a worksheet that taught them how to draw eyes, nose, and mouth realistically. There were a few times when students requested me to draw these features for them because they were apprehensive about messing it up. I told them that I wouldn’t help them until they tried it on their own. After doing so, they were shocked to discover how well they could do it. We also talked about not worrying about the technical perfection of the drawing by having them “zombify” their features. This allowed them to play and experiment more.
· Students understood the wet-on-wet watercolor process and were able to get all of their painting done in one day. They were also mindful of painting carefully to not let separate shapes bleed too much into each other (although this didn’t deter the project if it happened on accident).
Artistic Product

· This was definitely a high success rate for most of the students. Even students with learning challenges and gross motor skill issues were able to draw and paint their zombies successfully.
· All of the zombies had a compellingly scary expression to them. Students had fun turning their zombies into scary and gruesome illustrations. This made them focus more on stylization than technical expression.
· The wet-on-wet created some awesome effects for blood and light/dark values. Conceptually, the wet-on-wet look worked really well with the theme of blood dripping and oozing. The background also had some interesting accidental speckles. 

· The size of the paper was perfect. It gave them enough room to do surface details without overwhelming them with scale. This was a project they were able to complete in three days.
Management

· Students were really engaged with the project and didn’t experience a ton of issues trying to get things done. They worked with materials appropriately with minimal questions (other than technical drawing questions about portraits). 
· Time management on my end was a lot stronger with this project, especially when it came to clean-up. I also took time to segregate instructions for each grade level. Writing down instructions, having students read the learning objectives aloud, and writing down deadlines in red positively impacted student production happening in a timely manner.
Areas of Improvement: 

Creative Process

· Some students needed some extra push when it came to decorating the zombie features. They seemed cautious to make their portrait ugly, but they got the idea when I told them that zombies weren’t meant to be beautiful.
· Students needed two days to draw their portraits and outline their zombies. The good part of this was that they wanted to take their time to get the technical aspects of it right. The bad part was that they had a hard time understanding how quickly they needed to get a checkpoint in the process finished by the end of the day.
Artistic Product

· I would be curious to see what the project would look like if salt was added to the surface to make more unique textures.
· The white crayon resist for the background wasn’t as effective as I would’ve preferred. I wonder if white tempera paint would be a better resist for a moon and clouds. I’d suggest gum resist, but I think that’s too expensive and impractical for elementary school.

· If I were to push the technical challenge of this project, I would ask students to create self-portraits. They can look at pictures of themselves and try to draw their facial features and “zombify” them. The only disadvantage this idea might have is that it would make some students self-conscious if it didn’t look exactly like them.

· Some students were tempted to scrub and mix the colors rather than letting them blend together. This caused the work to have a grayed/browned out look that made the paintings flat. I think having student examples would give them a better sense of trusting the material rather than trying to manipulate it.
Management

· There really weren’t a ton of management issues with this project. There were some minor things that came up. For example, students seemed bothered to leave the realistic scary zombie photos up for reference. This caused a fight between a couple of students in terms of how long they could look at the real/cartoon zombies. 
· There were a handful of students that were very cautious with their work. They wanted to make a perfect realistic face, which significantly delayed their ability to paint. Though I was on them to make sure they got the project done on time (which they were able to do), they didn’t have much concept of saving themselves enough time to work on painting because they were so busy drawing. I think having learning goals displayed on the board and when things are supposed to be due would help a lot.
Future Considerations

· I would definitely try to teach this project at the middle school level (6th/7th grade) and really try to push their technical drawing skills. Self-portraits would be a great way to do that, though I would have them really focus on their observational drawing skills. Ideation planning would play a bigger role when it came to drawing zombie features.
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